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The travel books have said it so many times  that it’ s

become frite and prosajc—but I couldn’t put it intoc better
words—“Singapere is swept by the tides of change.”

an Atlanta, Georgia) to a skyscraper strewn,
_world capital, more akin to New Vork City. . -

At the crossroads of world travel routes linking Hurope,
Japan, Australia, all of the Pacific and Asia, Singapore is the
confluence of all that is- oriental-—with distinet occidental
twist. A mere speck of land (376 square miles, fo be
exact), 85 miles north of the equator, the “Island Repuhlic”

is bom ancient and new. Amncient in that it was first a’

“kingdom” of Sang Nila Utama (allegedly a descendant of
Alexander the Great), and a capital in the Malaysian empire
of Vijaya in the 13th and 14th centuries, evenfually destroy-
ed in the dynastic warfare of 1377. New, in that it has been
an independent and sovereign Repub}m for less than 10
years! :

Modern Singapore began with the landing of Britain’s.

‘8ir Stamford Raffles on February 6, 1819,  Sultan Hussein

Mohawimed Shah and Temenggong Abdul Rahman sighed a

treaty with Raffles giving the East India Company the area
around the mouth of the Singpore River as a trading post;
Britain eventually took over the entire island in 1824. Funny,
didn’t the Duich do something like that wﬁh some beads and
things?

pore became a member state of the Federation of Malaysia

~in 1963. It soon becawme obvious, however, thal the cosmopoli-~
tan island (with a population better than three-fourths Chi--

nese) could not fit into the primarily agrarian Malaysian Fed-
eration.
and Kuala Lumpur decided that the only solution was inde-

“pendence for Singapore—no civil war,
fact, ;
Having
been an almost annual visitor to Smgap@m since 1970, T've
seen it evolve from a thriving commercial metropolis (sort of -
cosmopolitan

the pu@ulah@n is under 25 years
lived under three rules; British Colonial rule, the Malaysmn
Federation and the present Republic,

help but to notice Singapore’s

cabwut the deaf!

In what is a typically oriental maneuver, Singapore-

no bad feelings (in
the two couniries are very close today, politically,
socially and culturally—as well as geographically!). So,

on Decerober 22, 1965, Singapore became an independent

Most Singaporeans (and 60% of
of age) have therefore

and sovereigh Republic.

Yup, “tides of change,” buf even a novice traveler can’t
dynamism, the almost “elec-
trie” atmosphere which surrounds the visitor from the
moment he touches ground. Part of this dymamism, I guess,
is linguistic—Any one of a dozen languages, blend fto form
sort of an oriental Tower of Babel. Though the national
language is Malay, English is still the language of administra-

“tion and most of the people speak one of the Chinege

dislects (Teochew, Hokkien, Cantonese, Hakka, Hainanese,
Foochow or Mandarian, the official Chinese dialect). Though
Tamil is the official Indian dialect, the 7% Indian population
speak Telegu, Malayalam, Punjabhi, Hindi or Bengalil All
Singaporeans quk at least two languages, many even four
or five languages!

Well, geography and politics aside, let's talk
Those readers who read “An Interview
With: Peng Tsu Ving—Singapore’s ‘Man For All Seasons’ ¢

in last montl’s DEAF AMERICAN are acquainted with this

history,

- : “pioneering dénf man (who, amongest other distinctions is
Anyway, with the collapse of the British empire, Singa--

one of the world’s first deaf auto race drivers, and founder
of the Singapore Sign School for the Deaf). In Mr. Peng's
own words, when he came to Singapore in 1950 “ . . . I couldn’t
find a single deaf person! Finally, I advertized in a local

- Chinese newspaper; several parents of deaf children approach-

ed me about teaching their children privately.” Mr. Peng's

Ctelasses” in the living room of his parents’ home was the

Left: This is two-story remnand of Ermsh colorital daw Y rmi’ joal Iuke much {and In fact i rents for only one Singapore dollar a year
from the Humane Society), but it is the Neadguarisrs of the Singapore ‘Association for the Deaf, 2 quasi-governmental non-profil . agency

which, among other duties, administers the Singapore Scheool for the Deaf,
i m @para‘{'esi hy three: t::mmzszxmn rwn*s? atf #rained fn Milan, [taly,

the unlv “private” school for the deaf in Mmyag.mm.

JANUARY 1878

Rifghd: Bingapore’s Cancsw Convent Gral School for the Desf is
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Left: Mr. Peng Tsu ¥ing {(right), founder ¢f the Singayor

¥
A

Sign School for the Dest and Lim Chin Heng, Mr. Peng’s formor studend and a recent
Gallaudet Coliege graduate, pose sutside fhe Singapore School for the Deaf huilding, When the building was completed in 1943 both the

“sign school” and the “oral school” moved in,  Right: Mr.. Peng fectures te his class using the Chinese sign lenguage as brought by him and

his wife from Shanghai and Hong Keong.

start of education, the start of a mew life. for generations
of deaf children. It was not until 1854 that Mr. Peng and
his new bride, Peng Mei Soo, alsg deaf, opened the doors :
of the Singapore Sign School for the Denf utilizing the.
techniques and the Chinese sign language they had learned
in Hong Kong and Shanghai. Chiness was the “medium of

instruction.” R

By this time s British woman, Mrs, B, M, G(‘m}den, with
the help of the Red Cross Society, began an oral class of

nine deaf children. Mrs. Goulden was “trained ‘at the Mane'{i/

chester Institute and had a deaf son. English, 'of course, was:

the “medium of instruction” in what eventually hecamé the

Singapore Oral Scheol for the Deaf.

The next major development for the Singaporean deaf
came in 1955 with the estahlishment of the Singapore Assoris-
tion for the Deaf. A quasi»gnvermnevx@al body, the “Associa- -, -
tion” has the support of the Soeial Welfare  Department, the,
Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Health in achiev
ing its aims and objectives, which are: S o :

® Ta find, and to register, every deaf person in Singapﬁm,’ 5
® To provide education for the largest possible ‘number "
of children suffering from loss of hearing  that require
special educational treatmeni. o L
® To coordinate the efforts which already have been winde -
on behalf of the deaf people of Singapora. - N
® To deal with all aspects of welfare for the deaf in .
Singapore. e BT L
® To undertake any activities as are incidental or condue.
tive to the attainment of the above ubjsmtives, L
Consistent with the second and third ‘of itg objectives, ‘the
Association, in the year of its inception, tock Gver support
~.-and administration of both schools for.the deaf.. Bveniually,

Mro Peag (ledh) s WOrking on 8 ynitied
Singapore  Sign Language {(he calls 858
oo which he hopoes  will improve fhe  academic
Linpertormance of his studends, ene of wham,
Lim Chin  Meng (right), recently gradusied
codrem Gallpudet College with a majer in mathe-
coctnatles,  Lbw plans to work for improving
educstion for el deat Singaporeans., :

in 1963, when their new school building was ready for goen- ‘;"‘{smn,amer‘as;:so)s::iatigm for the deaf in our area which have
pancy, both schools moved into the building, becoming the. Unew “budldings, cdsting ‘in the hundreds of thousands, but

“oral section” and “sign section” ‘of 'Lhe* Singapore School et can't come close to doing what the Singapore Association )
ST R ! fTor the Deaf doss!

for the Deaf.

Today, the Association is respomibie for z‘gfewing all

. Bducation of the deaf in Singapore is new-less than

deaf childven into scheols for the deaf, as well ag frving. 1o 20 years old. . And precisely because it is so new 1 feel that

find employment for the deaf in  the mainstrean of the o prov

es a4 good “case . study” in education of the deal for

Singaporean work foree (rather than trying 1o isolate the ;"',;}M educators; zll over the world, to view. Besides its new-

‘geaf in a “sheltered” environment). What mp

sed me ness; fabe, “with all' its irony and disregard for huwimnan

most about the Association was its  headguarters huilding! folly, has used Singapore as a laboratory to demonstrate the
A two-story remnant of British colonial days, the Assoéiation different educational philosophies. No human educator or
rents the building from the Humane Society for pue Singapore . experimenter éoild have set up a better “experimental de-

dollar & year (about 40c}. Xt impres

e because T've
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sign” to demonstrate the differences between the “‘oral”/-
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" Of the “oral section” graduate

Left: tn the “sign section” of the Singapore School for the Dead;
fangusge,

international Alrport on his way to Mamyuawand ?‘W.‘K‘? montit's adventure,

“manual’ methods, than fate did in &%ihgamré. '
eventually with other deaﬁi teachers, ‘establishe
which utilized only the “manual” method,
training in Hong Kong and %angm) My

school

tion in the school. If students were to ‘become

“second language” their base
Chinese).
support or interest which the “oral” oiames attracted.
foday,
20 *:Ludmt;s while
of only 12 students.

Mrs. Goulden, a hearing wotnin, established 4 school
which utilized only the “oral” method: ‘Because of her fra
ing in England, Mrs. Goulden and her staff utilized the 1a
methods, equipment and technigiies . to give their

utilizing language

- medium of instruction in the school.

Both schools concentrated Lmiv on mr»
of primary education. After more.
menting” let’s see the results.
an analysis on the graduates of the two “sections”? of the sings-
pore &chool for the Deaf, I've esmbh«:ued my” owi criteria
for gauging success; to me a deat shident has demom% ted

ﬁf t
an 20 Years. af texperi

pleted secondary education (which, in Bingapore, we
to had be in a hearing school) an'
college,

Fven though the number mf{*m&iu&‘?m of .the

section” is considerably less than the nurhbér of “graduates
aceounts-
ment, and “oral
1o date,

of the “oral section” (currently the “sign saction’
for only about one-fourth of the schaol envoll
tmchem out number “sign” teachers three to oney,
one “sign section” graduate has mmf oted his
at Gallaudet College, two others are currently mmi{v
kGauauﬁeT, a fourth is currently enrolled in a hear eing coll

in the United States, studying arﬂkmm“mre, and a H{th wi
enter Gallaudet next fall. T should like to rémind the ader
that these students had to learn English as a second lang guage o

since their “first language” was the Chir slgn Iamguagu,z
8, who lesmwd {,,ngﬁxsh a8 @
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hinese
Right: The saddest part of sur visit to Singapore is having o leavel

: st
Mr. Peng, a deaf man, and his wife (also deaf) and

Because of their

‘Peng and his
staf{ utilized the %"‘hlm se sign language and hence ”blg’l’w‘d -
Chinese” and written Chinese became the medivm 6f instrue.)
fluent i
hnghsh they were to do so only by learning Enplish as &
(signed -
Mr. Peng’s classes have never beunefited from the .
Kven '
“sign section” classes have & maximum number of .

“oral section” - c*hwsm haw a mm{!mnmf‘
lheollege
I8 an
- fighting for
iheir “pat”
st little deaf man from China has accomplished-—starting with
(}snaf
children a language of spoken English; Englis‘h was the -

‘por

ohe hopes will be

5ix - years

Sinice there has never bedn

©deetor and- current president of the Association,
Sh
unquestionable .wademic suecess i “he has sucredsfully comet®

Ceommunication) in the hopes

Sign; “Behool fm‘ the Deaf,

‘petate
Btarted ‘in 1956 by one nun,

is ihe medivm of instruction with Emghsh mmm a5 a second
My, Pang (right) and Lim (left) see off the author at Singapore
“ww Reaf Arcund the Worid: malaysia—8 Time For Change.”

Tanguag it was their medium of instruection in class,
none, I was told, have ever gone on to college, either at
E%mmafa o abroad, even though they considerably outnumbered
the “sign section” graduates.

T fear that 1 may have embarrassed some of my Singa-
porean’ {riends. 1 regret this. But I feel that educators
of the deaf everywhere should look at “the case of Singa-
~ang learn from it a very valuable lessom. A lesson
prepared by fate.

I méentioned that one of Mr. Peng’s students had recently

sgradusted from Gallaudet. This young man, a friend of mine

(we're bolh math majors!) is Mr. Lim Chin Heng. Lim

has just returned fo Singapore, will enter teacher training

t year and become one of Mr. Peng’s successors.
iting time in Singapore. Mr. Peng and Lim are
tolal eommunication, educators are reconsidering
theories in the face of what this mild mannered

a few deaf kids in his parents living room! Mr. Peng is
writing 2 book. on his new “Singapore Sign Language” which
used in a fetal commumnication program.

Yup, “tides of change”, that just seems to be the character

of tife ‘in Singapore.

Ew%r@ I close this all too brief story about Singapore,
P'd ke to mention Dr. Jerry Goh, Singapore’s top CENT
Dr. Goh
18 besn s champion in working for education for the deaf.
e s working for the day when all deaf children can go
to sehool- (only about half of Singapore's deaf children are
volled in school today) and he has been an gvid follower
eurrent trends in education of the deaf (particularly total
of improving the Singapore

¥

Me to mention a most delightful, but all to
Lzm and I had with the Canossian sisters who
gapore’s only “private” school” for the deaf.
it is staffed today by three

5

wmzm all training in Milan, Haly: there are four c!asmes in
the Canosga Convent Oral deol for the Deaf.

Al g;‘(md ‘thmgs come to an end-—Mr, Peng and Lxm

g Smw me to - Singapore’s international airport and off I flew
1o my nest
“Malay%mwﬁx T’Jme For Chamge”.

p,oand next months DEAF AMERICAN <;t¢arym
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