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By Carl A. Argile, De La Salle College, Manila, Philippines

ARGILA: Mr. Peng, you must be one of the world’s only and
surely one of the world’s first dest race car drivers. Tell us,
fiow you ever gol interested in aute racing?

PENG: I dow’t think I am or have been the world’s first or
only deaf racing driver, but maybe in Asia as far as I kxmvg',
because when [ visited Sweden in 1963 I met several Scandi-
navian deaf drivers who claimed to have had motor racing
gxperience in their countries.

I started iaking part in motor sports in 1958 and guit in
1967 due to financial reasons, but it would be a long story
to tell you exactly how I gol involved in motor sports. How-
aver, I can tell you that my main reason for taking part in
motor sports was fo prove to the hearing world that being
deaf is no handicap to being skiliful, :

ARGILA: You must have had many experiences in your years
of auto racing—which experience was the wmiost interesting or
the most unusval?

PENG: The greatest satisfaction I derived from metor racing
came in the 1965 Malaysia Grand Prix Sedan Cars Race held
in Singapove where about 50,000 spectators witnessed the race.
There were about 26 sedan cars which were fully converted
for racing, competing in the race. The drivers Were from
Singapore, Malaysia, Hong Kong, the Philippines, Japan and
England. At the finish, after 20 challenging laps, I was only
in overall third position and behind two champion drivers,
hearing of course, who had more powerful cars (Hong Kong
was first and England second) Later 1 was told that the com-
mentators of Radid Singapore and Television Singapore had
been commenting on me more often than the leading drivers,
not only because I was the leading Singapore driver, but be-
cause | was the only deaf driver,  Af the prize giving ceremony
that night I personally received my silver trophy and a check
For $1000 from the hands of the First Lady of Singapore. To
me, thal was the most memorable moment in my entire life.

AR@!L&‘: I know thet you were born on mginland Chine, Can

Tow Ann, to'vietbry in a field of Austing, Datsuns and Morris Minorst
Priz cup préesented fo him in 1965 by the First Lady of Singapore.
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© Lett Mest DA readers have probably rever hesrd of a “Goliath automeblle, but this 1956 Goliath led Pe

you fell us & little about how you were educated in China?
What was it like to be deaf in China?

PENG: Though I was born in Shanghai, I had my early educa-
tion in Hong Kong. When I became deaf at the age of five
vears, my parents brought me to Hong Kong. The Hong Kong
school for the deaf was an oral school, but sign language was
permitted among schoolmates during or outside school hours,
After the Japanese occupied Hong Kong in December 1941,
at which time my father was in Singapore on business and
my mother was visiting hey family in China and I was living
with my aunt and uncle, I managed to get back {o Shanghai.
My uncle was able to make arrangements for me to travel
alone on a Japanese cargo ship.

After arriving in Shanghai, my rvelatives sent wme to the
Chung Wah School for the Deaf for my secondary education,
I think, even at that time, the educated deaf people of Shan-
ghai would be considered sophisticated, equivalent to the -
deaf people of New York City, as they were living in similar
circumstances.

In 1942, there were eight schools for the deaf in Shanghai,
only two of them were oral. Shanghai, at that time, was
under Japanese occupation, henece there was no government
assistance for the education and welfare of the deaf.  All the
schools were run privately and depended on private donations”
and income from student fees, efe. There were a number of
deaf teachers, but they were, in general, underpaid comipared
with their hearing collesgues. Due to ignorance and prej-
udice, many Shanghai emplovers refused to hire deaf people,
regardless of their skills; however, the educated deaf managed
to survive throughoul the dark years by their own ingenious
ways of making a living. .
ARGILA: During those turbulent years of revélution in ‘China,
how did it atfest you, your family and your education?
PENG: We were not affected as we had left the mainland
before the Comumunists fook over. : S

ARGIL M Mow then did you come to live in Singapore?
PENG: Since before the Pacific War my father had been liv:

rng and bis hesring hk’b#hw, f‘mg

Center: The pride of Me. Peng's collection is the covoted Malaysia Gran
Right: Mr. Peng and his wite of 23 years, Mol Sou (also deaf), pose In Thelr
new condominivm apartment in Binghpore’s Marine Terrace, The Peng's have three ehildren, all bearing. ) :
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Mr. Panyg in one of his winniog cars-though “foo old” for pm!‘e%immﬂ
raging. i, My, Peng sHil malntaing an avid inferest in mofoer mw%.

CHTHere s & ,uﬁnwm proverk which says "o lelp othere bs o help
Cyeurielf, %m& ggpive o be gay mietive in mewﬂw sefugation of ﬁm mm
(1B 'éams}apmm

newspaper;

ing in Singapore for business. As soen as the war ended my
father tried hard to get my mother and me to join him, but
due to the strict immigration laws of the British Colonial
government in Singapore, we had to wait for a long time,
until 1950, when we were finally gramm entry permits o
Singapore. That was how I came to live in “-:mwpma )

ARGIHLA: When you came to Smgapare, what was the situation
for the deaf?

PENG: When I came to Smgawre in 1950 1 couldn’t imd E
single deaf person! Finally, I advertised in a local Chinese
several parvents of deaf children approached me
about teaching their children privately.

BRGILA: There was no school for the deaf in Smgapm«a ak
that time?

PENG: On, no. There was nothing available for the deaf.

SWhen I started teaching deaf children in my parent’s home

that was, as best I know, the fust education for the deaf in
Singapore.

ARGH.A: What mnhvamd you to bemme such a ”pmnwr“ T
education of the deaf?

PENG:T don’t think T should be called a “ploneer” in educa-
tion of the deaf here because about the same time T was teach-
ing in my parent’s home there was a British lady who started
an oral class for the deaf. There is a Chinese proverh which
says “To help others is to help yourself, that seems {0 be
my motive in starfing education of the deaf in Singapore. :

1y

ARGILA: Did yvou meet with miveh opposition ‘me Hm ‘wral”
educators?

PENG: Only mild oppogition due ‘to the fzxc:t”mat whmzxtmh
of the deaf was rather new here and besides the oral- school
could unot accept all deaf children.  When thel oral sehool
foved ‘mm a few building our sign school ynmd them and
we share the bmﬂdmy,

ARGH.AY What are your plang
i Singapore? B

PENG: 1 intend to develop # amndardue& Singapore - sigh
language and signed Chinesé.  Then my ‘colleagues and 1 can
use thein 49 belter tools {o teach our deaf children. It 18 hoped
that we will get better results academically from ‘the new
sigried Chinese, In the past our progress was rather slow as
our old Chinese $ign language was not in qﬁccox'dtmw with
Chinese glanmig, .
ARGHAD What do you think sre the wmmm& mmﬁ% seluei.
tional v otherwlss, of the deat Singapbreans today?

PENG: Bducationslly, we need mnewer and amorve effective
teaching methods, an acaderle secondary sthool for the deaf

now for &adwaﬂm\i ‘of the deaf

Peng Tew Ying (Jeft) is interviewed by %me author during the latters

recent trip to Bingapore. Mr. Peng is one of the most outstending
deat persens in Soulheast Asla, & noted race éar driver, founder of
the Singapors Slgn School for the Beat and & widely traveled spokes-
Wi dor the dest,
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Mr. Peng poses with some of The 36 trophies he acgumulated during
his yesrs as an auto race driver,

and a teacher fralning course with sign language interpreters  back to race car driving?l ;
for deaf {rainees. Recreationally we need a well-organized PENG: Well, my enthusiasm i inoter sports sl hus net

club of :the deal and a local theater of the deaf, died, but nol as young as I once was-——and, unless yow're
' good, you can lose a lot of money.

&RMLA: One last gquestios. Do you think you will ever go  ARGILA: Thank you Mro Perng,

Author's note: In next menth’s DEAF AMBRICAN we shall
tell the story of Mr. Peng's pionsering work in “"Tha Deaf
Avound The World: Singapere—The Tides of Change.”
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